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True Books
Intriguing text and excellent photos and illustrations chronicle the historic tragedy, from the ship’s launch to post-disaster reports. The Book includes a brief discussion of the shipwreck’s discovery by Dr. Ballard as well as concerns about the recent negative effects of tourism at the site. 
—School Library Journal, April 2012 on The Titanic Disaster (Disasters)   

(Article: Focus on The Titanic: Unsinkable)
Beginning with a rundown of the 11 northeastern states, this entry in the A True Book series covers the region’s rich history, including the establishment of Plymouth Colony in 1620; the population makeup in both rural and urban areas; resources and the economy; and challenges facing the Northeast today. A center spread, called “The Big Truth!,” sheds light on native animals, like Maine’s famous lobsters. Although each of the five main topics is covered briefly, bright photographs, supplementary information (like “Artists and Inventors of the Northeast”), maps, and a time line make this a solid jumping-off point for more directed research. Before the text begins, readers are given two true-or-false statements, only one of which is true. But which one is it? The true-false game is an added bonus; it sneaks in a valuable lesson on evaluating information.

—Booklist, April 1, 2012 on The Northeast (The U.S. Regions)
These books maintain the high standards of the established series. Each title encapsulates the field of science, the history leading to current theories and techniques, and the many specialties people pursue within each area. Even before the table of contents, readers are engaged in the topic with a challenge to determine the accuracy of two statements. The science is then introduced, often with questions and always with a focus on what scientists in the field are doing. A history chapter introduces key events and groundbreaking scientists and then reviews them in a time line. Midway through each title, “The Big Truth” section looks at a high-interest topic, such as “The Deep, Deep Sea” (Oceanography) and “The Facts Behind Mass Extinction” (Paleontology). An occasional focus page highlights a specific event or adds detail to a topic. Geology explains the differences between rocks and minerals, while Ecology looks at the cane toad problem in Australia. The final chapters look at ongoing work and challenges for the future. Each title concludes with a brief selection of kid-centric statistics and answers to the opening statements. Additional back matter includes references to strong print and online resources. Engaging writing, accurate science, and carefully selected and captioned photographs on each page make these titles invaluable. 

—School Library Journal, June 2012 on Ecology, Geology, Oceanography, and Paleontology (Earth Science)
Enchantment of the World, Second Series
The first pages of this lengthy, detailed revision of the 1996 edition introduce the nation through its beloved hero, Terry Fox. The story of his battle with cancer, his determination to fight the disease head on through his Marathon of Hope, and the impact he made on Canadians (and the world) make for an engaging introduction. Sonneborn covers geography, natural resources, environment, history, government, diversity, religions, culture, and everyday life. She includes details like poutine (fries, cheese curds, and gravy) and “Timmies” (a coffee and doughnut chain) that add color to the text. Her information is concise and succinct. She gives special note to famous Superstars like Justin Bieber, Celine Dion, Jim Carrey, and Wayne Gretzky. Although the book covers an enormous amount of detail, it never becomes boring or dreary. Sonneborn has a genuine connection to Canada and to what it means to be Canadian. The color photographs are outstanding and give a wonderful overview of the country in all its natural beauty and diverse inhabitants. Of particular enjoyment is the photograph of Canadian fans after the hockey win over the U.S. in the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics. An excellent resource. 

—School Library Journal, April 2012 on Canada 
This classic series has been updated politically, economically, and ecologically, providing a detailed examination of countries around the globe. Rich in history with fascinating insights about each region, the series excels at presenting a plethora of factual information against a backdrop of brightly colored pictures and maps. Much of each title reads like a textbook, except for brief chapters that follow real people in their daily lives. Most enjoyable was Wil Mara’s intriguing vignettes of the People’s Republic of China, which provided a spirited, often colloquial, journey though this Communist country. Each book provides a timeline, Fast Facts, and embassies. Students writing country reports will find plenty in these books, and most will find the profiles of a Beijing businessman, manga-loving Japanese teens, and disabled Canadian marathon man, etc. memorable. Websites. Index. Recommended
— Library Media Connection, May/June 2012 on Afghanistan, Canada, Haiti, 

Japan, Mexico, and People’s Republic of China

You Wouldn’t Want to…

The building of the Hoover Dam was an engineering feat that involved 21,000 people: surveyors, bosses, truck drivers, carpenters, electricians, miners, mechanics, crane operators, muckers, and the workers dangling from the canyon walls–the high-scalers. Plenty of statistics, diagrams, and trivia (including the origin of the term “hard hats”), and the usual cartoon visages of workers shown in their most hazardous duties, fill the pages in yet another humorous glance at history that addresses readers in a personal way with facts and thoughts. Ninja Warrior! looks at feudal Japan c.1550–the Warring States Period. Perhaps the time period may be a bit distant for young readers, but mention the word “ninja,” and martial-arts enthusiasts relate to the invisibility, secrecy, and weaponry of this group. Through customary short entries and inviting visuals; a “recipe” for stealthy attack; descriptions of Japanese feudal classes, clothes, training, ninjutsu (skills), and the lifestyle of the ninja, this volume brings an impression of the era to life. Text features in both books include speech bubbles, a large font, and sidebars that emphasize danger or highlight little-known facts. Welcome buys for fans of the series.

—School Library Journal, April 2012 on You Wouldn’t Want to Work on the Hoover Dam! and You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Ninja Warrior!

Blastoff! Readers
This functional, formulaic early-reader series introduces the USDA’s MyPlate nutritional guide. Colorful, clear photographs complement facts about the basics of healthy eating and the importance of exercise. The food-group titles include information on health benefits and suggestions for meeting the daily serving requirements. Dessert is only covered briefly. For example, Protein suggests putting walnuts on brownies and Vegetable mentions carrot cake, which might confuse readers into thinking these are healthy foods; kids would have been better served with a direct approach to this ubiquitous part of the American diet. Keeping Fit is a solid selection; it demonstrates the importance of exercise and its specific benefits to muscles, hearts, and bones. These books won’t jump off the shelves, but they do introduce facts in small, accessible bites.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2012 on Eating Right with MyPlate
This 28-title series covers wild animals that even city children are likely to encounter, such as squirrels, chipmunks, and rabbits. Close-up color photographs showing the animals in their natural settings draw young readers in and match the text perfectly; for instance, a photo of a fox nibbling berries appears on a page opposite the sentence, “Foxes eat insects, grass, and fruits.” Blastoff! Readers series titles also include a table of contents, a glossary, further resources, and an index. 
—Book Links, May 2012 on Backyard Wildlife (Article- Nonfiction Series for Young Children)
 Torque
What? You haven’t heard of Sheamus? Well, this entry in the Pro Wrestling Champions series ought to pile-drive that silliness out of you. Born in Ireland in 1978 as Stephen Farrelly, Sheamus took his interest in watching WrestleMania VHS tapes all the way to the top: in 2009, after less than half a year in the WWE, he defeated John Cena for the belt. His shtick is Irish all the way: white skin (he applies sunblock every time he goes outside to stay pale), bright-red hair, and various Celtic symbols adorning his costume. The large paragraphs here tell the athlete’s basic story in a language pitched for reluctant readers, but it’s the “Quick Hit!” boxes that provide the most intriguing factoids; for example, Sheamus began training at the Monster Factory wrestling school in 2002. That’s where he learned many of his trademark moves, including the High Cross.“This finishing move,” deadpans Dinzeo, “is devastating.” Just face it: you’ve got kids who want to read this.

—Booklist, June 1, 2012 on Sheamus (Pro Wrestling Champions) 
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